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Two 6th Squadron, 6th Air Cavalry AH-64A Apache helicopters from
Illesheim, Germany, fly familiarization missions over northern Bosnia-
Herzegovina. (See related story, page 9.)

Sgt. Ken Glenville

Task Force Eagle soldiers paused for a few
minutes Monday to honor those who have fall-
en — including two of their own — in service
to our nation.

“In faraway places with names often too
difficult to pronounce, these soldiers, sailors,
airmen and Marines lived constantly in the
shadow of danger and death,” said Maj. Gen.
William L. Nash, task force commander, in re-
marks during a 35-minute Memorial Day cer-
emony at Eagle Base’s 21 Club.

He told the 250 people gathered of an in-
scription he
once saw at Ar-
lington National
Cemetery, the fi-
nal resting place
for thousands of
U.S. servicemem-
bers.

“‘Not for fame
or reward, not for
place or rank, not
lured by ambition
or goaded by ne-

cessity,’” he said it read, “‘but in simple obe-
dience to duty as they understand it, these
men suffered all, sacrificed all, dared all —
and died.’”

Nash also spoke of Memorial Day’s origins.
“One hundred twenty-eight years ago,”

Nash said, “after the bloodiest war our coun-
try ever fought, we began to officially remem-
ber and honor the Civil War dead by placing
flags and flowers on their graves — it was

Task force honors
fallen comrades
By Capt. JOHN GOHEEN
29th MPAD
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see Memorial, page 3
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1st BCT adds Apaches
By Sgt. 1st Class
STEVEN M. THIESE
358th MPAD
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Retention of good soldiers is priority #1

Command Sgt.
Maj. Jack L. Tilley

1st Armored
Division
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DoD adviser applauds TFE’s
Reserve Component soldiers
By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

Gospel fest scheduled
A gospel extravaganza featuring

choirs from six Task Force Eagle
base camps will be held at 1 p.m.
Saturday at Club 21 on Eagle Base.

For more information, call Staff
Sgt. Leonard Ashford at 551-4102 or
558-5825.

Privileges for reservists
Families of Reserve and National

Guard members mobilized for Op-
eration JOINT ENDEAVOR have full-
time commissary shopping privileg-
es, Defense Commissary Agency
officials announced.

Normally, Reserve members not
on active duty may shop only 12
times a year at a commissary.

DCA agency spokesman Tim Ford
said commissary privileges will pro-
vide a non-pay benefit designed to
ease the financial strain of those
called to active duty.

Eligible family members need
only show their identification card
and a set of their sponsor’s orders
verifying active duty status.

Armor conference set
The 1996 Armor Conference and

Armor Trainer Update will take place
next week at Fort Knox, Ky.

This annual event will feature Gen.
Ronald Griffith, Army vice chief of
staff; Gen. William Hartzog, com-
mander, U.S. Army Training and Doc-
trine Command; and Lt. Gen. John
Abrams, commander, V Corps.

The theme for this year’s event is
“Training the Mounted Force in Tran-
sition.” The conference and update
includes Force XXI demonstrations,
contractor’s displays and presenta-
tions on training for the digital force
and brigade operations in Task Force
Eagle.

Displaying ‘Old Glory’
The Task Force Eagle command-

er has banned the display of flags on
vehicles.

This has raised the question of
hanging flags inside of vehicles.

 Allied Rapid Reaction Corps poli-
cy prohibits flags or any other ban-
ner that identifies the nationality of
the vehicle.

Therefore, if someone can see the
flag inside the vehicle while stand-
ing outside and looking in, the flag
ban policy has been violated. Sol-
diers should not hang flags in front
of windows or behind the windshield.
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By Spc. CESAR G. SORIANO
29th MPAD

A cloud of smoke and dust billows from an M-109 self-
propelled howitzer.
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COMANCHE BASE —
Staff Sgt. Don Robinson de-
liberately knocked over a
stack of rag-filled bags by
swinging his 7 1/2-ton crane
too swiftly.

Staff Sgt. Richard Cald-
well purposely started a fire
outside the clamshell on the
flight line here.

Inside the clamshell, Staff
Sgt. Richard Bryan Lemke
dangled a long-nosed viper
that he said soldiers should
learn to recognize.

All were making a point
to the soldiers of Company
D, 2nd Battalion, 227th Avia-
tion:  The sustainment phase
of a fast-paced deployment
was no time to get compla-
cent about safety.

Their demonstrations
were part of Company D’s
Safety Day, a series of
classes designed to call
soldiers’ attention to using
equipment properly, there-
by safeguarding their lives.

“Safety is a force protec-
tion and mission accom-
plishment imperative,” said
Lemke, the company’s safe-
ty noncommissioned offic-
er. “We need to take every-
body back from this opera-
tion alive and with all their
extremities.

“To die in combat is hon-
orable,” he said, “but to die
from safety neglect is stu-
pidity.”

Unit leaders
covered topics
ranging from
weapons han-
dling to heat in-
jury prevention.

In a crane op-
erators’ class,
R o b i n s o n
showed the cor-
rect way to use
lifting devices.
The empty 200-
pound deploy-
ment box he
swung could in-
jure someone if
handled care-
lessly.

Far left: Spc. Travis
Difree peeks out
from the gunner’s
turret of his M-109
self-propelled how-
itzer; left: Sgt. Terry
Daniels carries a
155mm live round to
his howitzer, nick-
named Ballistic, in
preparation for fir-
ing; Howitzers stir
up a cloud of dust as
they thunder down-
range at Glamoc.

Caldwell, a firefighter
with the 369th Engineer Pla-
toon, lit the fires so soldiers
could practice using fire ex-
tinguishers.

The dead snake Lemke
held at arm’s length on a
coat hanger was one of four
poisonous varieties coming
out of hibernation here.

Topics also included the
location of fire extinguish-
ers, electrical grounding
points, eye-wash stations
and hearing protection in-
side the hangar, where
Company D maintains 2nd
Battalion’s Apache attack
helicopter fleet.

“Aviation is inherently
dangerous,” Lemke said.
“When you work around this
kind of equipment, there’s no
room for complacency.”

Units throughout the 4th
Air Cavalry Brigade are
scheduled to hold a Safety
Day in accordance with U.S.
Army Europe directives.

“We incorporate safety
into everything that we do,”
said 1st Sgt. Ronnie Garrett.
“We tie it all together and it
all culminates in Safety Day
to reflect upon the impor-
tance of safety as a com-
bat multiplier.

“The more safe we are,
the more effective the unit
can be by trying to save its
resources and safeguard-
ing its soldiers. Soldiers are
our most treasured com-
modity,” he said.
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Comanche Base hosts
safety awareness day
By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

Soldiers attend a crane safety class.
Spc. George Roache
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A Heavy Equipment Transporter drops off a MILVAN storage container in Lukavac.
Spc. Bryan Driver

Heavy Equipment Transporter trailers haul M-109 self-propelled howitzers to the range in Glamoc.
Master Sgt. Phillip Wolke

A DISCO
Lukavac
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OM cook serves up sloppy joes at the
c dining facility.

Spc. Bryan Driver

ing the force is a daily mission for DISCOM.
Spc. Bryan Driver

Above: Pfc. Brian
Haire, HHC DISCOM,
fixes a computer at
the Combat Services
Support Automation
Maintenance Office at
Lukavac. Left: A Com-
pany D, 123rd MSB
soldier replaces the
heads on a HMMWV
engine.
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Sgt. Christina Steiner
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By Capt. RHONDA REASONER
203rd MPAD

Capt. Wayne Skill and BiH Army Master Sgt. Muharem Alic walk through a
newly cleared minefield in the zone of separation near Memici.

Engineers verify mine removal

Capt. Rhonda Reasoner

EOD clears
castle ruins

GRADACAC — In the middle of
this city, high on a hilltop scattered
with wildflowers, sits what was
once a beautiful castle.

Like many landmarks in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, the structure shows
the scars of war.

This landmark, however, con-
tains more than just the outward
signs of war.

Local forces used the interior of
the castle as an unexploded ord-
nance storage facility.

The 41st Ordnance Detachment
from Fort Bliss, Texas, recently in-
vestigated the site.

Two local citizens took soldiers
from the 41st and the 20th Ord-
nance Detachment up the long,
stone pathway to the castle, where
locked inside a dark room, they
found more than 250 pieces of un-
exploded munitions.

Most of the items had been fired
on the city during the war.

“After the city would come un-
der fire, the citizens would go out
around town, find the munitions and
store them here,” said Staff Sgt.
Kent Carter, an explosive ordnance
disposal specialist.

Site caretakers keep storage
areas locked. However, the site re-
mained a hazard, especially to
sightseers who wandered the cas-
tle grounds, Carter said.

The 41st researched the site for
nearly a week to assist with the
movement of the ordnance.

The munitions were taken to a
remote location where 41st sol-
diers supervised their explosion.

By Spc. WENDY M. FIRESTONE
203rd MPAD

Soldiers walk through the gate
of Gradacac’s ancient castle.

Spc. Wendy M. Firestone
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Pilots, crews race to replace Cobras
By Sgt. GREG HAGAN
358th MPAD

Attorneys available to help with legal matters
By Pfc. JODY JOHNSTON
358th MPAD
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Capt. Dave H. Robertson counsels a 1st Brigade soldier.
Pfc. Jody Johnston

Sgt. 1st Class Ronnie A. Souder, flight platoon sergeant,
inspects the rotors of an Apache at Camp Hampton.

Sgt. Greg Hagen



��������������������+������ ���������

MP pulls double duty as HMMWV mechanic

By Staff Sgt. AMY GUNNERSON
203rd MPAD
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Yugoslavian native returns home as U.S. soldier
By 1st Lt. AL SWEPSON
358th MPAD
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Spc. John Vicars fixes the electric wiring of a HMMWV.
Staff Sgt. Amy Gunnerson
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1st Lt. Al Swepson

For Sgt. 1st Class Ekrem
(Eric) Katica, the
deployment to the Balkans
has meant returning home.
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Soldier cares to write the very best cards
By Sgt. CHRISTINA
STEINER
203rd MPAD

Private first class handles responsibilities of sergeant
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By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

Spc. Rob Bishop

Pfc. Scott Staples repairs an M-60
machine gun at Comanche Base.

Spc. Tracy Y. Jordan leafs through her
portfolio of greeting cards.

Sgt. Christina Steiner
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First lady thanks men and women of Task Force Eagle

Soldiers from 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry at Lodgment
Area Alicia greet first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton during
her March visit to the task force.

Staff Sgt. Randy Yackiel


